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REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 and 17 are pending. 

Claims 1-8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) and 103(a) as being 
anticipated by or unpatentable over Williams et al. (US 5,611,125). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Williams et al. describes an outer container for something like a casket. Williams 
et al.'s container is made of concrete, has a lid sealed thereon, and has an angular 
geometry. In contrast, the instant invention has nothing to do with burial vaults, but 
rather is directed to (rotary) inner container used in spinning procedures in household 
devices such as washing machines and dryers. In particular, the claimed container is in 
the form of a drum, i.e. it is cylindrical, or round about an axis (see e.g. Webster's Ninth 
New Collegiate Dictionary, enclosed). 

The inner and outer walls of the instantly claimed container are made of 
thermoplastic which provide the container with sufficient mechanical strength to survive 
thousands of washing cycles. The mechanical strength of Williams et al.'s container 
comes mainly from the large amounts of concrete and the thermoplastic is only a 
coating against moisture. Williams et al. does not mention strength or thickness of 
inner and outer walls. Furthermore, concrete is provided for the instant invention as a 
counterweight to prevent undesired vibrations during fast rotation of the drum and can 
be replaced by other materials. This function would not have been suggested by the 
cited art. 

Therefore, the instant claims contain limitations not disclosed or suggested by 
Williams et al. and this rejection should be withdrawn. 
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Marked-up version of amended claims to show changes made. 

1. (amended) An inner container for a household device, [devices in the form of 
a drum composed of] said inner container comprising an inner and an outer wall with a 
shear-resistant connection between the two walls, where both the inner and outer walls 
have been built up from a thermoplastic , and where said inner container is in the form 
of a drum . 
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A GENUINE MERRIAM-WEBSTER 

The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a 
number of publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer. 

A Merriam-Webster® is the registered trademark you should look for 
when you consider the purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference 
books. It carries the reputation of a company that has been publishing 
since 1831 and is your assurance of quality and authority. 



Copyright © 1986 by Merriam-Webster Inc. 
Philippines Copyright 1986 by Merriam-Webster Inc. 



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 
Main entry under title: 

Webster's ninth new collegiate dictionary. 

Based on Webster's third new international 
dictionary. 
Includes index. 

1. English language — Dictionaries. I. Merriam- 
Webster Inc. 

PE1628.W5638 1985 423 84-18979 

ISBN 0-87779-508-8 

ISBN 0-87779-509-6 (indexed) 

ISBN 0-87779-5 10-X (deluxe) 



Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary principal copyright 1983 
COLLEGIATE trademark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 



All rights reserved. No part of this book covered by the copyrights hereon may be re- 
produced or copied in any form or by any means — graphic, electronic, or mechanical, 
including photocopying, taping, or information storage and retrieval systems — without 
written permission of the publisher. 
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ids a continuous unvarying toil 

rivet] vi ( 1 802) 1 a : to secrete $ 
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• t \ n a 11 : to draw from an external point <~ a perpendicular 
line) V : to lake (a drug) orally : SWALLOW ^~ ac,d> ~"~ P 
fiVi 0927)"?" RETREAT 2 : to move straight back from the 
M ^mmaRC — used of a back in football 

1905) : to pay a brief casual visit - . 

5^ It a(ca 1928) : a protective sheet (as of cloth or plasttc) used 
aintcrs to cover floors and furniture 



ti-WJESn (1832) : a stage curtain that can be lowered and raised 
1*3^^/(1970) : sensationally striking or attractive <a ~ evening 

^^oiVdrop hammer o^'punfh'Pff^— <*™P \or%er n 

?« ' 

£4 to provide 



'drap-'fo(3)rj. -'fo(3)rj\ vt (ca. 1899) : to forge between dies 
it -e m a drop hammer or punch press — drop forger n 
H«rtS„a n (ca 1884) : a forging made by the force of a dropped 

tfP t n (1927) : a hinged cover on the front of a desk that may be 
**iS I to provide a surface for writing 
f^imer n (ca. 1 864) : a power hammer raised and then released to 
on metal resting on an anvil or die) 
vUrSp-.hed\ n, Brit (1932) : a convertible automobile 
**i^'HtSD-.in\ n (1941) 1 : one who drops in : a casual visitor 2 
^fnrmal social gathering at which guests are invited to drop in 
:tf Xt 1600) : to pay an unexpected or casual visit 
MiTvW " < 1857 > : a kick made, by dropping a ball to the 
W*5.'od kicking it at the moment it starts to rebound 
fiSfct A-*kik\ vi (ca. 1909) : to make a dropkick ~ vt : to score (a 
•^rtwhh a dropkick — drop-kick^r n 

n (1882) : a hinged leaf on the side or end of a table that can 

iiSd Vd^HatN n (1607) : a tiny drop (as of a liquid) 
ffi? Section n (1907) : infection transmitted by airborne droplets 
9Eiom containing infectious organisms 

(Si t Vdrap-,lit\n (1902) : an electric light suspended by a cord or 

i^%rap^of\ S n°(1923) 1 : a very steep or perpendicular descent 

iwv» \ . .^-ji: '-«line<a — in attendance) 

fc«on\uioi^«^ to fall asleep '...«. 

CUnt \ , drap-,aut\ n (1930) 1 a : one who drops out of school b 
iTm who drops out of conventional society c : one who abandons an 
I itwnpt or a chosen path <a corporate ~> 2 : a spot on a magnetic 
J Soefrom which data has disappeared . . . 

ItesootVdrap-'autV vi (1883) : to withdraw from participation or mem- 
1 Ship: ; QUIT; esp : to withdraw from conventional society because of 
I faaichantment with its values and mores 

I too pass n (1949) : a pass in ice hockey in which the dribbler skates 
irt the puck leaving it for a teammate following close behind 
dkq egg n (1824): a poached egg ' 
I tower Vdrap-»r\ n (ca. 1700) 1 : one that drops 2 : a short glass 
I nbefitted with a rubber bulb and used to measure liquids by drops — 
I oiled also eyedropper, medicine dropper — drop-pen! ill V»f"l\ " 
Ihoilngrt04c) 1 : something dropped 2 p/: DUNG 
IkSteat n (1926) 1 : a hinged seat (as in a taxi) that may be dropped 
1 town 2 : a seat (as in an undergarment) that falls down when unbut- 
J toed , 
I to shot n (1908) : a delicately hit ball or shuttlecock (as in tennis, 
1 Wminton, or rackets) that drops quickly after crossing the net or dies 
I ifterhitting a wall „ , . lL 

|M<al \'drap-si-k3l\ adj (1678) 1 : relating to or affected with 
liopsy 2: TURGID. SWOLLEN ' . 

de Vdrap-,sand\ n [drop + radiosonde] (1946) : a radiosonde 
, * vrr A by parachute from a high-flying airplane 
Itep4y\'drap-se\ n [ME dropesie. short for ydropesie, fr. OF, fr. L hy- 
1 1njtis, modif. of Gk hydrops, fr. hydor water — more at water] (13c) 
I: EDEMA 

■top zone n (ca. 1943) : the area in which troops, supplies, or equip- 
I ant are to be air-dropped; also : the target on which a skydiver lands 
I Wry \'drash-ke\ also dros-ky \'dras-ke\ n, pi droshkies also dros- 
I ba [Russ drozhku fr. droga pole of a wagon] ( 1 808) : any of various 2* 
I or 4- wheeled carriages used esp. in Russia 

|ftM0pb>Ma \dr6-*saf-»-b\ n [NL, genus name, fr. Gk drosos dew + 
I HL-p/tila, fern, of -philus -philj (ca. 1934) : any of a genus (Drosophila) 
I ofsm&ll two-winged flies used in genetic research 
ItoVdras, 'dros\ n [ME dros, fr. OE dras dregs] (bef. 12c) 1 : the 
a that forms on the surface of molten metal 2 : waste, or foreign 
i : lMPURITY 3 * something that is base, trivial, or inferior — 
I nm\s\adj 

I Wtgfit aho drouth \*draut(h)\ n [ME, fr. OE drugath, fr. drug/an to 
J Jy up; akin to OE dryge dry — more at DRY] (bef. 12c) 1 : a period 
I * dryness esp, when prolonged and causing extensive damage to crops 
* preventing their successful growth 2 : a prolonged or chronic 
wrtageor lack of something — drought<i*ness n — droughty \-e\adj 
*we Vdrov\ ri [ME, fr. OE drdf, fr. drifan to drive — more at drive] 
~J2c) 1 : a group of animals driven or moving in a body 2a: a 
«Hr °* Pwpl* moving or acting together b : a large group of similar 
amp 3 a : a chisel used to form a grooved or roughly shaped sur- 
l £l? nstone *> : the grooved surface so formed 
I FJ^ past of drive 

I IS? Vdro-var\ n (14c) : one that drives cattle or sheep 
IT^drawA vb drowned Vdraund\; drown.ing Vdrau-nirj\ [ME 
ItHS W ^ l4c ^ : t0 become drowned ^ v( 1 a : to suffocate by 
E? ersi0n ^P- in water b : to submerge esp. bv a rise in the water 
2J c: to soak, drench, or cover with a liquid (~ed the french fries 
JJ» catsup) 2 : to engage (oneself) deeply and strenuously (~ed 
gj^m work) 3 : to cause (a sound) not to be heard by making a 
rMjse ~~ usu- used with our 4 a : to drive out (as a sensation or 
L^'y^ed his sorrows in liquor) b : overwhelm 
^)draund\,.drownd-ed \'draun-d3d\, drownd.ing \draun-dirj\ 

' CL fl ?. Wro / DROWN, FROWNED, DROWNING 

J fcg^vdrauzX vb drowsed; drows-ing [prob. akin to Goth driusan to 
| Z^* 10 ** at dreary] v: (1 573) 1 : to be inactive 2 : to fall into a 
I J^ 11111 ^ ~ V ( 1 : to make drowsy or inactive 2 : to pass (time) 



drowsy \'drau-ze\ adj drows-ter; -est (1 530) 1 a: ready to fall asleep 
b : inducing or tending to induce sleep c : INDOLENT, lethargic i 
: giving the appearance of peaceful inactivity — drowsily Vza-le\ adv 
— drows*i*ness \-ze-n3s\ n ,.** A \ « 

drub \'drab\ vb drubbed; drub-bine [perh. fr. Ar daraba] vt (1634) 1 
: to beat severely (as with a cudgel) 2 : to abuse with words : berate 
<the book was drubbed by every critic) 3 : to defeat decisively ~ vi 
: drum, stamp — druD-ber n — drubbing n , 
'drudge \'draj\ vb drudged: drudg*ing [ME druggen; prob. akin to Ofc 
dreogan to work, endure, L firmus firm] vi (14c): to do hard, menial, 
or monotonous work ^ vt : to force to do hard, menial, or monoto- 
nous work — drudg-er n . , 
^drudge n (15c) 1 : one who is obliged to do menial work 2 : one 
whose work is routine and boring . 
drudg-ery Vdraj-(»-)re\ n. pi -er.ies (1 550) : dull, irksome, and fatiguing 
work : uninspiring or menial labor syn see work . 
drudg.ing Vdraj-io\ adj (1548) : monotonous, tiring — drudg-ing«ly 



\-irj-le\ adv 
trfru *' J 1 



dYug Vdr3g\ n [ME drogge] (14c) 1 a obs : a substance used in dye- 
ing or chemicaf operations b : a substance used as a medication or in 
the preparation of medication c according to the Food. Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act (0 : a substance recognized in an official pharmacopoeia or 
formulary (2) : a substance intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, 
mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease (3) : a substance other 
than food intended to affect the structure or function of the body W 
: a substance intended for use as a component of a medicine but not a 
device or a component, part, or accessory of a device 2 : a commodity 
that is not salable or for which there is no demand — used in the 
phrase drug on the market 3 : something that causes addiction or 
habituation — drug.gy Vdrag-e\ adj ^ 
Mrug vb drugged; drugging vt (1605) 1 : to affect with a drug; esp : to 
stupefy by a narcotic drug 2 : to administer a drug to 3 : to lull or 
- stupefy as if with a drug ~ vi : to take drugs for narcotic effect 
Jdrugdla/oasto/DRAG i/,coa\ * 

drug.get \yrag-3t\ n [MF droguet, dim. of drogue trash, drug] (1 580) 1 
: a wool or partly wool fabric formerly used Tor clothing 2 : ; a coarse 
durable cloth used chiefly as a floor covering 3 : a rug having a cot- 
ton warp and a wool filling 

drug-gie Vdrag-e\ n (1967) : one who habitually uses drugs 

drug-gist Vdrag-ast\ n (1611) : one who sells or dispenses drugs and 
medicines: as a : pharmacist b : one who owns or manages a drug- 
store . 

drug-mak-er Ydr3g-,ma-k3r\ n (1964) : one that manufactures pharma- 
ceuticals . . • , ... 

drug-store \-,sto(3)r, -,st6(a)r\ n (1810) : a retail store where medicines 
and miscellaneous articles (as food, cosmetics, and film) are sold 
: pharmacy , . . . 

drugstore cowboy n (1925) 1 : one who wears cowboy clothes but has 
had no experience as a cowboy 2 : one who loafs on street corners 
and in drugstores , , _ ,. . , 

dru-id \'dru-»d\ n. often cap [L druides, druidae. pi. fr. Gaulish druides; 
akin to OE treow tree] (f563) : one ofjan ancient Celtic pnesthood 



appearing in 
and wizards 
ca P. 




drum 1: 1 bass, 2 snare 
(orchestra), 3 snare (parade) 



I W y ?, r j n drowsing 
fc^ndSH): theac 



the act or an instance of drowsing : doze 



Irish and Welsh sagas and Christian legends as magicians 
— dru-id-ic \dru-fd-ik\ or dru*id.i<ar\-i-kal\ adj. often 

dnwd-isin \'dru-»-,diz-3m\ n, often ca^ (171 5) : the system of religion, 
philosophy, and instruction of the druids 
•drum Vdram\ n [prob. fr. D trom; akin to 
MHG trumme drum] (1541) 1 : a per- 
cussion instrument consisting of a hollow 
shell or cylinder with a drumhead 
stretched over one or both ends that is 
beaten with the hands or with some im- 
plement (as a stick or wire brush) 2 
: tympanic membrane 3 : the sound of a 
drum; also : a sound similar to that of a 
drum 4 : something resembling a drum 
in shape: as a : a cylindrical machine or 
mechanical device or part b : a cylindri- 
cal container; specif : a usu. metal con- 
tainer for liquids having a capacity be- 
tween 12 and 110 gallons c : a disk-shaped magazine for an 
automatic weapon 5 : any of various percoid fishes (family Sci- 
aenidae) that make a drumming noise — drum-like \*,lik\ adj 
Mrum vb drummed; drum-mmg vi (1583) 1 : to make a succession of 
strokes or vibrations that produce sounds like drumbeats 2 : to beat a 
drum 3 : to throb or sound rhythmically 4 : to stir up interest : so- 
licit ~ vr 1 : to summon or enlist by or as if by beating a drum 
(drummed into service) 2 : to dismiss ignominiously : EXPEL — usu. 
used with out 3 : to drive or force by steady effort or reiteration 
(drummed the speech into her head) 4 a : to strike or tap repeatedly 
b : to produce (rhythmic sounds) by such action . 
Mrum n fScGael druim back, ridge, fr. Olr druimm] (1725) 1 chiefly 
Scot: a long narrow hill or ridge 2: drumlin 

drunvbeat Vdr3m-,bet\ n (1 855) 1 : a stroke on a drum or its sound 2 
: vociferous advocacy of a cause — drun>beat»er \-ar\ n — drunvbeat- 

diimVfSe Vdram-,fi(3)r\ « (1916) 1 : artillery firing so continuous as 
to sound like a drumroll 2 : something suggestive of drumfire in in- 
tensity : barrage <a ~ of publicity) 

drunvhead \-,hed\ n (1622) 1 : the material (as skin or plastic) 
stretched over one or both ends of a drum 2 : the top of a capstan 
that is pierced with sockets for the levers used in turning it 

drumhead court-martial n [fr. the use of a drumhead as a table] (1835) 
: a summary court-martial that tries offenses on the battlefield 

drum.lin \'drwn-l3n\ n [IrGael druim back, ridge (fr. Olr druimm) + E 
-Un (alter, of -ling)] (ca. 1833) : an elongate or oval hill of glacial drift 

\a\ abut V\ kitten, F table V>r\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ cot. cart 
\au\out \ch\chin \e\bet \e\easy \g\go \i\hit \f\ice \j\job 
\rj\sing \6\go \6\law \6i\ boy \th\thin \th\the \u\loot \u\foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, ce, 6e, us, ue, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation 
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